
English and English literature

What will you learn?

You could be intrigued by The Secret River, moved by war poetry, 
challenged by Jane Austen or outraged by contemporary journalism: 
we will be encouraging you to explore a range of literary and 
non-fiction texts from the nineteenth century to the present day.  
You will become sharp and observant, able to pick out the significant 
details of language and structure that enable writers to convey a 
point of view, a character, or a particular theme. You will become 
insightful and discerning, perceptive to deeper and more subtle layers 
of meaning. As you learn to read more critically, you will also grow as 
a writer. You will develop more sophisticated vocabulary, punctuation 
and style, aiming to write with accuracy, originality and flair, in 
imaginative and persuasive pieces, as well as in analytical essays.  
The focus in lessons on discussion, debate and drama, will also 
support your growing ability to speak confidently within a group and 
in front of an audience. At the end of Year 11 you will take the OCR 
GCSE in English and the CIE I/GCSE in English Literature. 

What do students say?

“At times English can be a difficult subject, but 
the way it is taught is inspiring and enjoyable. 
We look at interesting pieces of writing and we 
work individually and as a class.”

“My favourite part is the public speaking 
competition. I really enjoy researching the 
information for my speech and then giving  
it to the class.”

“English gives you so many chances to  
express yourself and explore every aspect  
of your imagination.”

“English in Middle School is my favourite 
subject; it is the most challenging but that  
is what makes it so rewarding.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

• Several teams compete in local, regional 
and even national public speaking 
events. An ESU competition is open  
to Year 11 students.

• We aim to run theatre trips to Oxford, 
Stratford and the Globe, depending  
on what is being performed.

• Lunchtime book groups meet on an  
adhoc basis.

• The Creative Writing Cup is competed  
for annually, open to entries from  
Year 10 upwards.

• Debating Society is open to all students 
from Year 10 upwards and meets weekly.

Who teaches it?

The course is taught by an experienced departmental team who relish the 
subject’s creative potential and seek to maintain enjoyment and stimulus 
throughout. We are also committed to helping you develop the essential skills 
you will need for public examinations in Year 11. We try to ensure you keep the 
same teacher for the three years of the course to support you to the full in 
building these skills securely and steadily.  

Mr Jonathan Muir, Head of English

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE English: 
95% at A*/A  
100% at A*/B

GCSE English literature: 
95% at A*/A (74% A*)

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

Groups are small, comprising about  
18 students. In lessons you will be 
encouraged to share your own  
thoughts in discussion or debate,  
and to collaborate with others on  
plays, posters and presentations.  
Small group assignments will offer  
you a wonderful opportunity to  
develop confidence in your own  
ideas. You will often be set written  
work for homework with a view to 
extending your responses and  
improving your writing. There will  
be considerable opportunity for  
extra help and support with set  
texts and examination skills as you  
move into Year 11.


